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T atiended the 2 P.M. screeniny of the Iirst priat of QPLRATION IVY Film
in ®oom 213, Atomie Funergy Bui lding, today. Those present THeiuded Ceneral
rpskine, Horines, {ret.), and Mr, william Cocel, oI Defense; Jim Hagerty for
the ouite Housej en OCYB representative; and others. The director of informa-
pion services for AY, Yr. Morse Salisbury, was in charge, and also present
wae ¥, Robert Le Barcon of AYC. It was ancourced by Admlral Sirauss that
thors weuld be no mention of today's sereeniny and the whole matler would be
kent confidential so as to avold publicity.

sdwiral Lewis Strauss pot the yroup topether in his ofiice after the
sereening to get their viewpolnts, I expressed for you the vicw that CIH%s
iuberest was oversess in allied countriss and in the Soviet and its satellites,
unt Lhe wmain viewpoint ss to whether the picture should be released or not
sould be the political considerstions involved when the Frencn, Itslians, and
sthers see it. T also raised the guestion of timing as to whether it should
he released as proposed, in March, or should await a later dale, say in May,
Leemise we are now coming to the end of the Berlin talks, heve a new shaky
Ttalian povermment in nower, Pind ENC under attack, ete.

jagerty said he thought the picture could be released bat the questlmn
iwing needed to be studied., He regretted, he sald, thet there.wasn't »
£“dAﬂ§ of en atomic explosion so that the people who now know the atomic

mushroon would see the nuch greater destructive power of the hydrogen bomb.

renoral Trekine ssked 1f we shouldn't consider whether tne public would
vanb to see the effects of biological warfare, yvas warfare, eic., if this
sieture is made publie. Adwmiral Strauss did not belicve so and thare Was no
other dlscussion of this point,

The (0ER representative sald Lhabt their interest, too, was the overseas
sifoct and thay, of course, wondered how it would fl1t in with the Presidentlal
srogram, ete., sdmiral Strauss asked that the pecple present return to thelr
verious ofiices und give a report to their cniefs with his reqguest (Striuuss! 5
that in the next day or twoe objections or concurrences be glven. e saild,
rowever, no final action would be taken on a release date until after the
focretary of State and C. D, Jackson have returned to wmashingbon.

T con imerine that psople in Turope, our sllies, may well be Irightened
uab they see so thet they would certainly not want any hydrogen hombling
iheir cowntries, elther by us or by the Zoviet. And so fesrful may they
hoeowe that they would sdopt the Fussian proposal for destructlon of atomic
hydroren bombs and weanons rather than the otter of thp President &t the

4 fations or the old Baruch plan. I believe we could lose to friends and
1ies on the very fear that we would use the weapon in thﬁir countries.
sarticularly would it seem to ve debateable whether Lhe plcture should be
ased st this time when Ttaly and France are sc conlused by the world
LONDAIONE,

apes the picture is released here it Lmsediately s splpped overseas
and released sveryw.ore it is saleable su that 1t is nol possivle Lo have o
Soited Stetes use only.
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feneral Frsikine raised the question as to whetiner anytoing in Uhe pleture
would help the hussians and was told there wss nct anything that would help
them., However, it is certain thit a Kussian thermo-nuclear scientist, seelny
vho picture, would be able te cheek the effcet of this bomb as cowpared to
thelrs and would have some idea, which may he unimportant, of the various
sethods used in holdine the tests,

mile this meeting was on, Congressman Cole telephoned Wr. Strayss regarding
a speech which Cole had submitied for clearance in which he states that the bomb
wiped out an island. This fact, of course, nas anpeared in the press at varlous
1imes and ¥Mr. Hegerty expressed the bellefl that no greal harm would be done
sxcept tohst people would say, “Why does ihe chairman of the Ltomlc Eneryy
rommitbee have the risht to release such information when no one else has?t and
iater when the pilcture is released the fact that Sterling Cole made the state-
ment and now the picture confirms the fact might be undesirable. 7There didn't
sesm Lo be any strong fesling one way or the other,

OCOMENTATION: That CIA oppose the release of the picture at this time
or in the near future ang have a study made of the effect such release will
nave on friend ardd foe in Turope. The relsase of thls picture, notwithstanding
vy, Hayerty's favorable view, will certainly be "rattling the stomic saber,®
which the president recently ssked not be done.

YJerewlith is a recommended letter to ¥r. Strauss.

HSEANLEY J. GROUAN
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